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Internal Displacement in Ukraine 
since 2014

 Nearly 1.5 million people displaced from 
Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts as well as Crimea

 But the number of registered IDPs does not 
necessarily accurately reflect the number of 
people in need, especially with respect to 
housing



Key questions for IDPs, 
2014-2021

 What is the status of housing for internally 
displaced people? 

 This includes the status of housing in their 
home communities (the place they left) and 
the status of housing in the host 
communities

 What is the status of housing for people still 
living in the temporarily occupied territories 
(TOTs)? 



Humanitarian needs 
assessment, 2018

 Ministry for the Question of the Reintegration of the Temporarily 
Occupied Territories anticipated that 625 families would be 
compensated for their homes that had been destroyed in 2021. The 
Ministry also guaranteed 125 million UAH for the provision of 
temporary housing for IDPs (at least 325 families)



Iryna Pavlyk, 
UN Women

 “First, the biggest challenge [for IDPs] would be lack of permanent 
accommodation. Renting housing is expensive. And getting a 
good job is hard. These are two first most common challenges, 
they are interconnected. So basically, it's really hard to get a good 
job, especially if you're a woman. Due to many reasons, for 
example, Donetsk Oblast is a very industrial area with lots of 
mines where traditionally men are expected to work, and [they 
get] a better salary and lots of factories and plants. Also men are 
more welcome there so, especially for IDP women it is really hard 
to get a good job and that often gets them into being dependent 
on their partner or spouse or other family members, and that 
often leads to some manifestation of domestic and gender-based 
violence. So this economic component, it's all it's all linked.” (2021)



Alina 
Stailovska, 
Caritas 
(Mariupol)

 “In Mariupol, we have local people who have one problem. There are 
displaced people, they will have other problems. But displaced people and 
local people have one shared problem—economic problems. The 
economic problems existed before and up to the conflict. Even in the 
villages, where there was no work, that was the main problem for them, 
but when the conflict began, this problem became much worse. So local 
people and displaced people have a common problem, which is losing 
work. And then the problems that differentiate the displaced people from 
the local people is the problem of housing. If the local population has their 
own housing, the displaced people don’t. So we had a lot of people who 
lived in Donetsk, and in Donetsk they were middle-class people, so they 
had middle-class homes, cars. And then they lost everything, they moved 
to Mariupol. They lost this economic security. For example, in Mariupol, 
they have this kind of work that allows them to live from paycheck to 
paycheck, and they lose their housing security and their economic 
security. Nobody received housing, there is no state program.” 



Key issues 
facing 
Ukrainian 
government in 
2021

 Lack of unified database on damaged/destroyed housing

 Lack of clarity around opportunities for IDPs with respect to 
housing security

 Lack of economic security for IDPs contributing to further housing 
insecurity 

 At the same time that IDPs were trying to integrate into their host 
communities, they had to keep IDP status in order to keep their 
claim on their property in the temporarily occupied territories 


