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UN OCHA: 7.1 mln IDPs
June 15, 2022

Ministry of Social Policy 
officially registered: 
3.4 mln (May 2022)

1.4 mln IDPs since 2014
+
2 mln ‘new’ IDPs
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IDPs’ income after displacement 



State-IDPs relations: past & present

2014-2021
• Expectation of short-term ATO & 

quick return of the displaced. In 
reality feeling of abandonment & 
homelessness in own country. 

• Not clear who is responsible for 
IDPs in state apparatus? 

• Lack of political will & slow 
decision-making in housing & 
property policies. IDP protests.

• Lack of transparency regarding
how donors’ money for IDPs are 
spent by the state.

• Insufficient inclusion of IDPs and 
host communities into proposing 
& designing local working 
solutions. 

• Long way until IDPs became 
members of local communities & 
could vote in local elections.  

2022 -
Expect that the situation might be long-term & at least some IDPs will stay in new locations.

Collect disaggregated data

1) about IDPs’ plans & needs 2) about host communities’ capacities & needs

Dispersed responsibility among 4 ministries, constantly changing regulations, admin. delays

Communicate openly & regularly with the displaced, potential returnees, hosts.

Make clear for IDPs who is the responsible state body for their current housing, rebuilding & compensation for the
damages.

IDPs and host communities live in situation of uncertainty.

Make realistic & time-bound state commitments about what to expect/not to expect from the state in housing,
rebuilding, and compensation for the damages support.

Make clear which groups will have priority for state housing, compensations & why.

Two-way cooperation between IDPs & host communities (state, business, third sector) is key.

Include IDPs into all states of decision-making about matters of concern (consultations, surveys, pilot projects).

Make local communities benefit from hosting IDPs to enhance social cohesion.



Previous successful example of local integration of IDPs (2014-2021)
(IOM National Monitoring March 2021)



Factors influencing return 
From Europe

• Security situation in Ukraine;

• Employment opportunities in UA & 
abroad;

• Housing situation (own housing 
damaged/destroyed, intact) & 
affordability to rent/buy;

• Is social infrastructure intact? (schools, 
kindergartens, hospitals);

• Family reunification. 
Some refugees from Ukraine might become circular 
economic migrants between UA and other countries, 
others will settle for longer abroad if there will be no 
suitable employment & the lack of affordable 
housing.  

From Temporary Occupied Territories

Same concerns +

- Family members who remain in TOT;

- Danger to property left behind: 
looting, damage, confiscation;

- Lack of financial means for relocation.

- Political & judicial considerations.

Some Ukrainian citizens might return to TOT 
(higher risk for elderly single persons) if security 
situation will stablize and no housing/income 
options will be available for them in Ukraine. 

Having networks of support (family, friends, volunteers, NGOs, guaranteed state programs) is key for 
making decisions whether & where to migrate/settle/move further/return.
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